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Course Description:   

The mythic narratives of Native America.  Provides historical, environmental, social, and psychological contexts. Explores both universals and uniqueness in human experience through critical theory.  
Course Objectives:
1. To inform the student about various modes of mythic narrative.

2. To encourage the student to see relationships between culture and literary art 

forms.

3. To provide a venue for cross-cultural comparison as a way of recognizing 
universality but 

also of welcoming cultural uniqueness.

4. To celebrate the human spirit manifested in the oral and written literary arts.

5. To contribute to the college’s English and Social Science Department’s effort to provide a foundation for understanding Native American cultures.  The course fits into the series of courses in mythology offered at Clackamas Community College as well as into the three-term literature and anthropology series, Native American Traditions.  
Student Learning Outcomes:

After successful completion of this class, the students should:
1. Discuss mythic narratives as phenomena of cultural, aesthetic, political, geographic, linguistic, psychological, and religious importance.

2. Demonstrate facility with the tools of oral literary art: motif, symbol, rhythm, description, character development, audience control and participation, suspense building, in written and oral presentations.

3. Discuss and apply old wisdom in new ways as they relate Native American values and beliefs to their own lives.

4. Demonstrate learning skills, such as note taking, research, discussion, collaboration, presentation, and listening.

Length of Course:
44 hours - lecture
Grading Method:
A-F
Prerequisites:
Placement in RD 115 and Placement in WR121
Required Text:
 

Ramsey, Jarold  Coyote Was Going There: Indian Literature of the Oregon 


Country.  Seattle: U of Washington P, 1990.
Erdoes, Richard, and Alfonso Ortiz. American Indian Myths and Legends.  New York: 
Pantheon, 1984.

And, possibly one or more of the following:



Kroeber, Theodora.  The Inland Whale: Nine Stories Retold from California 
Indian Legends.  Berkeley: U of California P, 959, rep. 1974.  


Beckwith, Martha. Hawaiian Mythology.  Honolulu: U of Hawai’i P, 




1970.


Bierhorst, John. The Mythology of North America.  New York: Quill, 




1985.
Major Topic Outline:
I.
A history of Native American mythic literature

II.
The major theoretical approaches to myth
III.
Three kinds of oral narrative
IV.
A history of Native America’s encounter with Europeans

V.
The great myths:  universal v. unique
VI.
Mythologies of specific tribes
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